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UILT FOR THE FLOURISHING fly-

ing-school marker of the early 1960s,

Australia’s successful Viets Airtourer and

Adreruiser trainer aireraft benefited from
the same kind of lateral thinking which their
manufacturer, Mery Richardson, applied in
inventing, manufacturing and markering the
world's first mass-produced centrifugal-slasher
lawn mower.

An unusual Airtourer design feature was the
almost exclusive use of pop rivets throughout
the simple and rugged structure, although
solid rivets were retained in highly eritical
stress areas. Another feature was the intelligent
use of automehile parts, such 25 a Ford Anglia
front-suspension unit in the nosewheel strut,
to minimise maintenance costs — operators
still say that the unit gives less trouble than any
other light-aireraft leg,

The original, slightly underpowered, 75kW
{100hp) model was first re-engined with an
BSkW Textron Lycoming O-2135C1 engine
and enjoyed strang acceptance. It later evalved
throngh major aerodynamic and structural
changes to become the CT2 Alrcruiser with a
155kW  Teledvne Continental 10-360H
engine and constant-speed propeller. After the
design and manufacturing rights were sold o
New Zealand’s Aero Engine Services, a prede-
cessor company to the present manufacturer,
Pacific Aerospace, the CT4 series was devel-
oped, with the same 135kW Continental
engine. From two CT4 prototypes was devel-
oped the CT4A, ofwhich 75 were built, offer-

ing some aeradynamic refinements o reduce

Upgraded with a powerful engine,
the Pacific Aerospace CT4 trainer
is enjoying remarkable longevity
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